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1: Introduction 
 The Bible is replete with stories of ordinary people who did extraordinary things as God empowered them. Joseph became the second ruler of Egypt after his brothers sold him as a slave. Miriam’s quick thinking saved her brother Moses’ life. Gideon tore down the image of a false god and led Israel to victory over their enemies. Samuel rose to become a great prophet when the nation of Israel needed it most. David, though belittled by his brothers and the king, became a mighty king after God’s own heart after slaying a giant. Naaman’s servant girl saved her master’s life by telling him of a great prophet in Israel in those days. Jotham and Hezekiah, kings over Judah from the line of David, ‘prepared their ways before the Lord’ and they prospered. Jeremiah was called of God to become an important prophet. Daniel, taken to a foreign land, rose to power into the two consecutive world empires of the Babylonians and the Persians. Esther used her wisdom and grace to preserve her entire people from the evil Haman. Mary obediently became a teenage mother to raise the Son of God in dire circumstances. One unnamed boy gladly gave his bread and fish because he knew Jesus could do the unthinkable. Andrew, Nathanael, James the Elder, James the Younger, John, Judas, Thaddeus, Matthew, Peter, Philip, Simon and Thomas left their occupations, followed Jesus and the world has never been the same since. Undoubtedly, these people have many things in common as to their attitudes toward God, their faith, obedience, their willingness to lay down their lives and many other things. But on a practical level, one thing is extremely significant: None of these great men and women of God mentioned above were older than 25 when God invited them to become part of His(s)tory! In fact, most of them were teenagers (or even children!) and the list is far from complete.  These remarkable stories come to us through a collection of books that is highly venerated by the one and greatly despised by the other. It is the world’s all time best seller and it has been translated into more languages than any other literary work on the planet. It began influencing our world almost 4000 years ago and to this day it continues to do so. It stood the test of time again and again and its message keeps on changing lives all around the world every minute of every day. It was written by more than 40 people, in 3 different languages, on 3 different continents, over a period of almost 2000 years and yet from the first to the last book the same Person is progressively revealed. It contains almost 8000 predictive verses of which more than 300 were promises of One who would restore mankind to its Creator. Each of those 300 predictions were fulfilled to the smallest detail in the life of one Person who lived 2000 years ago. It has the power to change lives on a most intimate level, to change nations on a global level and everything that is in between. It is utterly trustworthy, always reliable, never failing and always accomplishing the purpose for which it was written. Those who deny its authority over all matters of theology and life, vehemently attack it while at the same time multitudes of people order their lives around it. Regimes have tried to burn it into oblivion only to find it rise again the next decade. It has been the foundation of Western civilization, sprouting all its freedoms and prosperity. It has stirred intelligent people to articulate a method (to which we nowadays refer with the general term ‘science’) because God allows us to “think His thoughts after Him” in logic and laws of nature. It does not know its equal when it comes to wisdom nor does it have competition in the knowledge of God. It equips the saints for every good work and it teaches everything we need to know for life and godliness. Every emotion or experience that is inherent to human existence is included in its pages and the main Character even left His throne in heaven to share in that existence. There is nothing in this book with which we cannot identify and there is nothing in us over which it remains silent. From earthly misery to heavenly glory, it is packed with all kinds of mysteries and secrets. As we read it, danger, adventure, thriller and even horror seize us, but these are remedied with friendship, love, grace and even romance in the next chapter. It unravels for us the meaning of life yet multiplies our questions with each new paragraph. No Quran, no Vedas or other holy writings even come close to positively answer the most important question of all: Did God communicate to us through this collection of books? The answer is a resounding ‘yes’. It is Holy, it is 
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Powerful, and it is the source of truth and the foundation for every Christian. It is the Bible. Yet it is not its content that ultimately attracts us, but the fact that God Himself came down from heaven to exemplify what His Word upholds. God practiced what He preached. He talked the talk and then walked the walk. And He’s inviting us to be empowered with His Holy Spirit to do the same…  2: Theme: Sword of the Spirit  
There are many aspects to the Word of God which we want to explore together in the coming season: 
1: Eternal  If ever the Bible was a collection of books regarded as ‘boring’, ‘irrelevant’ or even ‘useless these days’, it cannot be regarded as such to those who know what it contains. The stories and truths described in it will easily stand the test of time, as Isaiah announced: “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever”(Is 40:8). Jesus confirmed this in Luke 21:33 where He says: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” 
  2: Life  Not only is God’s Word eternal, it is also life-giving. Jesus said in John 6:63 that “the Words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life”. Solomon received this revelation from God when he wrote “My son, give attention to my words (…) they are life to those who find them and health to all their flesh (Prov 4: 20-24). Jesus summed it up in John 12:50: “And I know that His command is everlasting life.” We are thus not dealing with black ink on white pages. We are dealing with knowledge, principles, thoughts and truths that have the power to come alive in our hearts and transform us from the inside out!  3: Mirror  James, the brother of Jesus, compared the Word of God to a mirror: “For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror.” As mirrors weren’t as omnipresent in those days, one did not often have the opportunity to get a crystal clear view of one’s appearance. James teaches that someone who reads God’s Word but doesn’t put it into practice is like a man who forgets what he looks like. Ignoring to do God’s Word, therefore, is like someone who is bound to lose a sense of identity.  4: Light  Ps 119:105 declares that “God’s Word is lamp to our feet and a light to our path”. Without it, we will never see clearly what is God’s will for our lives. God Himself is said to be light and the first words ever spoken into the universe were ‘Let there be light’. Still one of the greatest mysteries in physics, our God dwells in inapproachable light, so much so that after having spent time in God’s presence, Moses’ face radiated to such a degree they had to veil it! 
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5: Truth  “Sanctify them by Your truth, Your Word is truth”(John 17:17) is what Jesus prays for His disciples. Paul reminds Timothy to ‘rightly divide the word of truth” (2Tim2:15). Clearly, God intended for His words to be our foundation in life, the beginning of all wisdom and knowledge and the framework for reasoning. Often attacked by secular science, the Bible stands vindicated whenever it touches on history and science and has shown itself utterly reliable throughout the ages. In fact, all the early fathers of science were curious Christians who were looking for the Character, creativity and the design of the Creator in His Creation.   6: Gold  The Psalm speaks for itself when it describes the Word of God as more precious than fine gold: “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”  7: Sword  The writer to the Hebrews defines the Bible as: “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart (Heb 4:12). “ And Paul champions us to gird ourselves with the “Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God”. In Matthew 4, where Jesus is tempted by Satan, He quotes three times from the book of Deuteronomy (not everyone’s favorite book…) to defeat him. There is tremendous power in God’s Word, as Paul describes all other parts of the armor of God in Ephesians 6 as defensive, yet a sword is meant to attack. The book of Revelation describes this same two-edged sword coming out of the mouth of Jesus… 
 8: Instruction  One of the prime purposes of the Word of God is to communicate to us who God is and how we should live in response to that knowledge. For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope (Rom 15:4). And “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”. It is difficult to use a complex machine without a manual. How much more do we need instruction to live life to the glory of God?    
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 9: Jesus  In the beginning was the Word… This famous opening paragraph by John makes everything come alive! Jesus is THE communication from God. He is in all the Scriptures, from Genesis to Revelation, as a scarlet thread through His(s)story! Muhammed, Buddha, Joseph Smith, … many men in history have come up with an ideology and wrote about it. Jesus stands unique as One who was the embodiment of His own ideology. He was the communication of God in the form of a Son of Man, so as to spur on men to follow His example.  Therefore, to read and study God’s Word is to interact with and come to know Jesus Himself.   Saint Jerome put it this way: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ”.  10: The Spirit of Truth.  In John 14 – 16, where Jesus teaches on the Holy Spirit, He calls Him “the Spirit of Truth” three times. He goes on to say that it is better for His disciples that He should go away, so that the Holy Spirit could come: “However, when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all Truth.” (John 16:13) As Paul reminds us that the letter kills, but that the Spirit gives life, it is of paramount importance that we rely on the Holy Spirit’s revelation of the Scriptures at all times. He illumines the Person of Jesus and delights greatly in doing so!   11: Conclusion  The eternal (1), life-giving (2), confronting (3), illuminating (4), truthful (5), valuable (6), powerful (7) and instructive (8) Word of God was embodied (9) by Jesus Himself as an example to follow and is now revealed to us by the working of the Holy Spirit (10).  Our mission for upcoming season 
 If the Bible is all that and more, and if these truths come to us by the lives of teenagers and young adults, then it’s important for us to put one and one together. We make it our mission to bring God’s Word as close as possible. Conservative in interpretation but contemporary in presentation, we can use all means necessary to make the world of the Bible come alive with story, music, movie and audio! It is our prayer that God’s Word would be honored and esteemed above all else and that our youth look to it for answers and wisdom. It would be a tremendous blessing if our youth learn how God speaks to them through His Word through the illuminating work of His Holy Spirit. The overall design is that the Father wrote a book about the Son using human writers inspired by the Holy Spirit.   And so we embark on a journey together to read and apply God’s Word in our lives, to see it come alive in our hearts so as to cultivate a relationship with our Heavenly Father. We are ready to gird ourselves with the Sword of the Spirit! 
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3: Strategy 
1: Begin with the end in mind… 
 From Genesis to Revelation! It will most likely take us two years, but it seems that now is the time to do it. Most teenagers are between 12 - 15 so we know we’ll have them for at least a couple more years before they go to university or college. If by that time they can own up on their spiritual life by installing spiritual habits like a Bible reading plan, that would be a great fruit of this youth ministry. Ecclesiastes 12:1 says to “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth…”. We want to help the youth to do exactly that during their teenage years, and be transformed in the renewing of their minds as they interact with God’s Word. This is a powerful vision and we hope it will set the hearts of our youth on fire because it gives them an objective to achieve, a mission to accomplish! 
2: First things first… 
 It is ambitious, but it can be done: we are inviting all the youth to join us in a two-year Bible reading plan! Here is the link:  http://www.ppcnet.net/files/BibleRead2-chronos.pdf  Starting from 19 September (the official opener of the year is on the 18th) we commence reading. We will use this reading plan as a framework to build our messages around and even games an activities could be inspired by the book we’re reading at a certain time. And so we continue daily, chapter-by-chapter, making our way through the world of the Bible and zooming in on the majors on Friday evening and Sunday morning.  3: Community 
 If we’re all in this together, we can encourage each other to not give up and continue to give God’s Word the rightful (and daily!) place in our lives! If someone falls behind, we can motivate him or her to go through with it and catch up some chapters during the upcoming week. Some people need a bit of accountability to create a habit. But we want to make it an IBC-Youth thing, so that everyone is motivated to see this to completion! What a wonderful thing it is for a teenager to have read the Bible cover to cover before he or she turns 18! And even better if that could be done with friends who are going through it at the same time!  4: Social media 
 Another motivator could be through posting about our Bible reading on the Facebook page. Not all our teenagers have a Facebook account, but most do. We can use this as a forum to interact with each other but also as a platform for questions, suggestions, revelations, … By doing this, we’re making it a daily thing and not just a weekly thing. We can emphasize certain things or highlight important parts and everyone can share what they are learning! This also gives us an opportunity to answer apologetic issues. 
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4: Culture 
 Over the last couple of years we have often discussed within the leadership team to define the culture of IBC Youth. Culture is a powerful thing. It is what we do without consciously thinking about it. It is the combination of habits, traditions, atmosphere… It is “the way the cookie crumbles”. Because of the highly transitional nature of the youth group, some things have changed over time. Some people come and go and only stay with us for a short while, others have been members for years. Another ‘variable’ is age. Two years ago the average age was higher than last year. And there are many more examples of things that have changed. But some things haven’t changed and these are really the elements that make up the culture of IBC Youth. A place to hang out, to build friendships, to get to know God, to read the Bible, to do games and sports, have snacks, etc… We’ve given language to these things and arranged them under 4 core values that really make up the culture of IBC Youth  FUN, FRIENDSHIP, FAITH AND FRUITFULNESS 

FUN 
IBC Youth is a place of much joy and energy. On Fridays, between 19h30 and 23h30 the building is filled with noise and laughter and you can tell from the faces everyone is having a wonderful time. Some define fun as talking, jokes and catching up, others as games and sports and some competition. We try to do both and balance them with the other parts of the evening. 

FRIENDSHIP 
IBC Youth is a place where real friendships are enjoyed every week. Connecting in this way is hugely important for teenagers as they look more and more to their peer group for a sense of identity and belonging. At IBC, we encourage these friendships and want to provide a safe place where heart-to-heart conversations can happen. But we also display the importance of friendship with God, parents, siblings, … and help them acquire tools to cultivate these important relationships!  

FAITH 
If fun and friendship are the wheels of the car, faith is the engine! It defines our culture more than anything and sets us apart from other youth movements. With every week that passes, we pray that “He would become more, and we would become less” (Joh 3:30). IBC Youth is a place where God is loved, worshipped and obeyed! We’ve seen so many youth make healthy and conscious decisions to follow Jesus and we hope to see much more of that in the future! 

FRUITFULNESS 
It is both our observation and conviction that fun, friendship and faith inevitably lead to fruitfulness. It is a rare thing at IBC Youth to have a Friday evening without visitors. It is  also in this area that we have a lot of growth margin. We already try to design our evenings to make feel visitors welcome and are actively pursuing outreach opportunities. As God influences the lives of IBC Youth, we know He uses them also to influence the lives of other teenagers in their neighborhoods and schools.  
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5: Objectives  
Apart from working out the theme, investing in ongoing discipleship of the youth, overseeing the strategy and emphasizing the culture we plan to pursue the following extra objectives:  - Organize evangelism evenings! - Follow up these evenings with the “Crash Course in Christianity” to try to present teenagers with a Biblical worldview and the fact that Jesus made a way for them to be reconciled to their Heavenly Father. - Craft a wooden sword for every book in the Bible and decorate the youth room with it as soon as we’ve read through that book. This will give a very visual representation of our reading progress through the Bible! - Organize Q&A evenings about certain topics. - Experiment with new work forms and methods in the small groups. - Integrate more audiovisual materials into the messages. - Mattias wants to investigate if there are any ways we can connect with the Secondary Schools in and around Brussels to work together with these institutions. - Ask more guest speakers to come and share about God’s Word. - Start designing a leadership track for older teenagers who consider coming on staff in the future. 

6. Program for upcoming year  
SMALL: Normal evening with worship, message and small groups. MEDIUM: Evenings with more time for fun and fellowship. LARGE: Special evenings, to bring along friends.   
Friday 18 September: KICK OFF Friday 25 September: SMALL  Friday 2 October: SMALL Friday 9 October: MEDIUM  Friday 16 October SMALL Friday 23 October SMALL Friday 30 October LARGE  1   Friday 6 November SMALL Friday 13 November MEDIUM Friday 20 November SMALL Friday 27 November LARGE  2   Friday 4 December SMALL Friday 11 December MEDIUM Friday 18 December SMALL  Friday 25 December NO YOUTH  Friday 1 January NO YOUTH Friday 8 January LARGE 3   Friday 15 January SMALL Friday 22 January MEDIUM Friday 29 January SMALL 

Friday 5 February LARGE  4  Friday  12 February SMALL Friday 19 February MEDIUM Friday 26 February SMALL  Friday 4 March MEDIUM Friday 11 March SMALL Friday 18 March LARGE  5  Friday 25 March SMALL  Friday 1 April NO YOUTH Friday 8 April  NO YOUTH Friday 15 April SMALL Friday 22 April MEDIUM Friday 29 April SMALL   Friday 6 May LARGE 6 Friday 13 May SMALL Friday 20 May MEDIUM Friday 27 May SMALL  Friday 3 June MEDIUM Friday 10 June SMALL Friday 17 June LARGE 7  Friday 24 June LARGE  


